
Through the Week of October 1, 2017 
 

Readings: Ezek 18:1-4,25-32; Ps 25; Phil 2:12-24; Mt 21:23-32 
 

Cross Training: Vestry Q & A, Ministry Spotlight--Prayer Ministry 
 

 

Sermon Notes for “Covenant and Obedience” 
 

From last week:  

A Covenant ratifies a Relationship through Vows that establish 
an Identity and shape a Partnership 

Obedience Expresses identity, but never Earns identity 
 

Identity  grows through Relational Interaction—prayer, 
worship, fellowship with sisters/brothers—and is the 
proper source of Security and Significance  

 

Obedience  grows through Responsive Partnership in the Family 
purposes—and is the proper means of Maturity and 
Authority  

Obedience is primarily about learning to imitate God as dearly 
loved children. Ephesians 4:32-5:2.  

• Imitation, then Instruction, then Improvisation—example 
of learning “good manners” of welcoming a guest 

 

Obedience helps us learn the family ways and values, and the 
habits of maturity. Hebrews 5:7-10. 

 

Obedience sets us up for more creative partnership that finds 
expression in kingdom responsibility. Phil. 2:19-22 

 

Two Sons, Obedience, and Authority: Matthew 21:28-31 

 

Two Sons, Obedience, and Identity: Luke 15:11-32  

 

  



Home Group Questions 
 
Connecting with Each Other 
1. Share one of your family habits for preparing for guests. Can 

you remember how you learned it? 
 
 
2. As you reflect on your family-of-origin, would you say that 

Acceptance, Security, and Significance was more connected 
to Identity or to Obedience? 

 
Connecting with God’s Word 
1. If Fr. Nathan had to give a condensed version of last 

weekend’s message J, what two points or ideas would you 
tell him to include no matter what? Why? 

 
 
 
2. If you thought of the Lord’s Prayer as a “Family Prayer” to 

train us in family ways and values, what priorities seem to 
stand out? How might it give guidance for what it means to 
“imitate God as dearly loved children” (Eph. 4:32-5:2)?  

 
 
 
Connecting with the Week Ahead 
1. Consider taking time to pray the Lord’s Prayer as a “Family 

Prayer”—as a prayer you pray with our Elder Brother Jesus, 
sharing in his delight in the Father’s Acceptance, Affection, 
and Attention. 

 
 
2. As you enjoy success in obedience, give thanks to Our Father 

for helping you developing maturity. 
 
 
3. As you struggle with patterns of disobedience, ask our Elder 

Brother Jesus for guidance in how obedience can become a 
means of maturity that you can desire.  

 
 
 


